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PLAN FOR UNIVEESAL DOWNGRADING
of
MILITARY DOCUNENTS

NOTE: This plan is designed to expsdite and simplify
~ the reduction of current olassification of doouments on
hand, in order that the correct classification can be .
achisved without the expenditure of many thousand man-hours.
Initially, it is deaired that all War Department sgencies
indioate comcurrence or reccamend changes or exceptions, °
The final War Department plaz will then be presented to
Ue 5. Havy and Allied Powers {or acceptance or modifiostion,

1. All oryptographic meterial, including inocoming and outgoing
nessages, will remain in its present classification. The safeguarding
of cypher systems is a contimuing funotiom, snd, notwithstanding,
message content will not be downgreaded., Hence the provisions of thu
plan do not apply to oryptographic items,

2+ All doouments now classified Top Secret and dated prior to
1 October 1845 will be sxamined by orig or and will be downgraded
to conform with ocurreat significance, It is aseumed that by 1 October
new documents will be classified sccording to peacetims standards,
and no downgrading will be necessary, Originators will distribute a
list of all their Top Ssoret Documents to all original addressess
announcing the new classification, Every effori will bs made to
resch Restricted or lowsr in this downgrading. This list will be in
the hafds of addressees by 1 November 1845. All Top Secret files
will be reclassified socordingly by 15 Novesber 1545,

3¢ All documents now alassified Secret or Confidential and dated
prior to 1 October 1945 will be automstieally downgraded te Restricted
on 1 Jumary 1948. On this date, all rcmi‘torzu containing Secret
or Confidential doocumsuts will be labeled ss follows:

A1l Doouments Bersin
are Cluasified Restriotsd
Effective 1 January 1948

In ordsr to conserve labor, documents will reasin unchanged
until the cocasion arises for their uss. Upon being sxtrsoted from the
newly designated "Restriocted Pile,” documents will automatically be
stamped as follows:

RESTRICTED
This dooument is reclassified
~offective 1 January 1946
pursusnt to suthority . . . . »
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4o Acocording to this plan all doouments originating on or
after 1 October 1545 are not to be downgraded. All documents dated
prior to 1 October 1945 except Top Secret documents beocome Restricted.

411 tos Ssarst doouments will be reclassified and posted accordingly
by 16 No or 1945,

bs Consideration will be given at a later date to downgrading
the Hestrioted material, At this time, however, the purpose of the
plan Is to reduce classificsation to a reslistic level and still
rotain nilitary control over military documents,.
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